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Abstract

The definition of computer program works was established based on the discussion and
technology of 1980’s. But more than 30 years have passed and as time goes so many
circumstances are changed. Also most of professionals who are engaged in computer
programming industry and professors who are teaching computer program in university told
that Copyright Act is unfit for protection of computer program works.

On the survey for them, we could find two important different understandings between
professionals and courts.

The first is that they think that Font File is not computer program in opposition to
Supreme Court’s judgment. The Second is that they think that decompilation of computer
program is necessary for development of other computer program and these behaviors
should be allowed in opposition to Copyright Act’s statute.

These results of survey should be considered and discussed.

For these issues, I suggest under below.

First, we should draw a sharp line between instructions of computer program and
instructions of data file. I assert that instructions of computer program produce ‘certain
result’ but instructions of data file are just used to produce ‘certain result’ by computer
program. On this assertion, Font File is not computer program but just data file.

Second, we should revise the statute for definition of computer program works after the
model of European countries, England, Germany and France. On those countries Copyright
Act, there is not any definition of computer program, and also computer program includes
material for preparatory design.

Third, we should discuss whether statutes for decompilation of computer program are
necessary for promotion of culture and related industries. If decompilaton should be limited,
then we should grant the copyright owner the right of change of computer program after
the model of European countries.

Including of these issues, we should research the development of computer program

circumstances and technologies and improve Copyright Act continually.

Keywords: computer program works, statements or instruction, decompilation, SSO, font

file, object oriented programming, code reuse









